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CFAES Community –
 
There have been some shiOs in how we can manage events and in-person acQviQes. As of February 1st, the
University has announced that we are able to transiQon back to in-person events and acQviQes. Everyone
should incorporate measures that will promote adherence to: local/university mask mandates, appropriate
physical distancing, availability of PPE and hand saniQzer, limited distribuQon of literature and other items.
 
Ohio State is also relaxing restricQons on food and drink at events and gatherings. Everyone is encouraged to
use pre-packaged items and properly spaced seaQng/standing areas for eaQng/drinking.
Learn more at: hWps://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/events. Extension employees should follow Extension and
local guidance.
 
The CFAES OperaQons team sQll has a limited supply of N95 respirators available for employee use. These
respirators are more fiWed than the tradiQonal surgical or cloth masks that have been worn up to this point in
the pandemic. This enhanced respiratory protecQon is voluntary for individuals as an addiQonal safety choice
based on their work. A supply of N95s will be available in:

Columbus (Academic Programs Office, Room 100 in Agricultural AdministraQon) 
Wooster (FaciliQes OperaQons Storeroom)

 
We will conQnue to monitor COVID-19 and adapt our strategy as needed throughout the semester. We
conQnue to encourage employees and supervisors to work together to determine work arrangements,
including when remote work is appropriate. Please keep your health and safety, and that of those around
you, a top priority. Visit the Safe and Healthy Buckeyes website for updates on Ohio State’s COVID-19
response and take advantage of the mental health resources on the site. 
 
Be well.
Dean Cathann Kress
 
 
Update Includes:

Black History Month
Asian Pacific Islander Desi American (APIDA) Heritage Month
Covid ReporQng Process Change
Report = Support Mandatory Training
2022 CFAES Student and Spirit Awards 
Racial Healing Through Agricultural History Recording Now Available

 
Black History Month
Black History Month is an annual celebraQon of achievements by African Americans and a Qme for
recognizing their central role in U.S. history. Also known as African American History Month, the event grew
out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter G. Woodson and other prominent
African Americans. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the month of February as Black
History Month. This year's theme is "Black Health and Wellness". Click here to learn more about health

https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/events
https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/
https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/mental-health-wellness
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BQPzd6gmPVM2XrFhqoX5AlDpXvipSyi94QCrMVFrBB9g_2L3GVdbaU8h2HPz11nbOADBIzRTW6B7-h9h3mE_BxaWd4zCyZKse8KSXfl9hbMvYxqIeSRgcmL7JGrNFVfH_JlWjDt_N8ewzHKaVRWXoqEW3Vcjqq5_0_duYET8oKMBC8BnphaMszKdMEEd5e3a9y2NImTXfoaHFlCNiLYecZasM5KZ2C8TTaIJ3tSmrBNWBOSQCW2jCw==&c=7yAyQyefu0Rk0rCxqRZqv8DGe_IZ3zM8-OPMsL5ZfnrNw651v0HyDw==&ch=tV0aw5RE0v4OXtDpihNj6I-u5_4nXQ4nJH-HlRwsFzcFEdXnJtoofg==__;!!KGKeukY!ig7Wz-zIm9vKR6b7Q2sMJGXJeam-Un5yWhlEPWCf_FA26A3CodJhoMTmUoEibgZc$
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dispariQes in the African American community.
 
At Ohio State during the month of February, we celebrate United Black World Month (also known as Black
History Month) a month-long celebraQon of the diasporic experience. This year's United Black World Month
theme is centered around Love: Building Our Community Through IntenQon and AcQon. The theme is from
bell hooks’ masterpiece, All About Love, in which she states that love is “an act of will, both an intenQon and
an acQon”. For more informaQon, contact Todd Suddeth at suddeth.1@osu.edu. Click here for a list of
programs and events.
 
Asian Pacific Islander Desi American (APIDA) Heritage Month
The Asian Pacific Islander Desi American (APIDA) Heritage Month is a month-long celebraQon and upliOing of
Asian Pacific Islander Desi American idenQQes, experiences, histories, and cultures The Student Life
MulQcultural Center creates and highlights programming that centers on the APIDA experience and aims to
inspire confidence, pride, and deepened interest in what it means to move through the world as an APIDA
individual. “Discovering Your Fire” is the APIDA Heritage Month Theme for 2022. Explore issues that you are
passionate about, ideas that evoke high emoQon, and our shared investment in celebraQng and upliOing
APIDA idenQQes, experiences, histories, and cultures. The dates the month will be recognized are January 14
– February 12, 2022. Find more informaQon about events here.
 
Covid ReporPng Process Change
EffecQve February 1, 2022, employees are no longer required to report their status to the HR Business
Partners. All faculty and staff who test posiQve for COVID-19 are now required to self-report their status to
the university’s Contact InvesQgaQon and Contact Tracing Team (CICTT) via this website (hWps://covid19-test-
result-upload.it.ohio-state.edu/).
 
CommunicaQons from the Contact InvesQgaQon and Contact Tracing Team (CICTT) are expected via email, and
it is criQcal that employees are thorough in their responses to ensure Qmely releases to return to
campus/office.  
 
As a reminder, the updated guidance on hWps://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/ is intended to inform employees of
general expectaQons. Please note, employees are to remain off campus/out of office unQl officially released
by CICTT.  If telework opQons are available, they are permiWed to telework, otherwise they are to use their
available leave.
 
Report = Support Mandatory Training
As of February 1, the college is at 44.95% overall compleQon for faculty, staff, and student employees.  This
year, merit-eligible employees who do not complete Report=Support! by April 29, 2022, will not be eligible
for annual merit increases that take effect September 2022. Student employees, graduate associates and
other employees who are not classified as merit-eligible may be subject to unit-specific consequences for
non-compleQon. Bargaining unit employees should follow their applicable collecQve bargaining agreements.
Don’t wait, log on and complete your training today!
 
To access the course:

Log in to the BuckeyeLearn system at buckeyelearn.osu.edu with your Ohio State credenQals.
Then select the “My Transcript” buWon on the homepage and click the “Launch” buWon.

mailto:suddeth.1@osu.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BQPzd6gmPVM2XrFhqoX5AlDpXvipSyi94QCrMVFrBB9g_2L3GVdbaTV0jZqBp1Q-ef6JLmttZc8QA6RZpfUgggiQrfav65nDI0E5f2AERNi6nja8xy4BWbuT55DU8siWEKJvrrvtz-ZXU8D1pkUCdyMqF3InnZdipsALXDYnbSDxZUTktzVs0XPD9Z8XpAMx8OQNOlB4DPFHpUEhusAnqKzKTXeZeNwSeJf5VMxh2jTRVtLRmq2Pww==&c=7yAyQyefu0Rk0rCxqRZqv8DGe_IZ3zM8-OPMsL5ZfnrNw651v0HyDw==&ch=tV0aw5RE0v4OXtDpihNj6I-u5_4nXQ4nJH-HlRwsFzcFEdXnJtoofg==__;!!KGKeukY!ig7Wz-zIm9vKR6b7Q2sMJGXJeam-Un5yWhlEPWCf_FA26A3CodJhoMTmUvUHE9lC$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BQPzd6gmPVM2XrFhqoX5AlDpXvipSyi94QCrMVFrBB9g_2L3GVdbaRf40VxSOfAw_5YuTC9ijILWbxSFZi6cg1fSOMuAJ5jVstv5Ub6uxNK0pT1Y4ZXPN0vqIMkb5Oe14LhCRLBdh4XPXRe0Jutt1dJK395NFIrumVZ0gTYSVBJW9PGx0p3ateKpv9TsB3NvCfY7rCiZspj-sdb_UaTKzUNDa9PfB3cv_dHjudnZ7y8=&c=7yAyQyefu0Rk0rCxqRZqv8DGe_IZ3zM8-OPMsL5ZfnrNw651v0HyDw==&ch=tV0aw5RE0v4OXtDpihNj6I-u5_4nXQ4nJH-HlRwsFzcFEdXnJtoofg==__;!!KGKeukY!ig7Wz-zIm9vKR6b7Q2sMJGXJeam-Un5yWhlEPWCf_FA26A3CodJhoMTmUpV7rHec$
https://covid19-test-result-upload.it.ohio-state.edu/
https://safeandhealthy.osu.edu/
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When you have completed a course, it will move to your completed transcript in BuckeyeLearn, which you
can view by changing the “AcQve” buWon on the top of your transcript to “Completed.”
 
2022 CFAES Student and Spirit Awards 
NominaQons are now open for the 2022 CFAES Student and Spirit Awards. The four categories of awards
include CFAES Student Awards, CFAES Service to Students Awards, CFAES Student OrganizaQon Awards, and
CFAES Spirit of the Land Grant Award. CFAES faculty or staff members, graduate or undergraduate students,
or organized groups within CFAES may iniPate nominaPons. NominaQons are due February 15, 2022. All
awards will be given at the 2022 CelebraQon of Students event on Thursday, April 14, 2022. Learn more and
submit a nominaQon at: go.osu.edu/studentspiritawards.
 
Racial Healing Through Agricultural History Recording Now Available
As a conQnuaQon of celebraQng the legacy of Dr. King CFAES along with the Moritz College of Law co-
sponsored a series of events for the NaQonal Day of Racial Healing which took place on January 18, 2022. The
theme of the day was “Reconciling the Past to Move Forward”. The day began with a panel addressing Racial
Healing Through Agriculture. The session was moderated by Yolanda Owens, President of CFAES Alumni
Society and featured State RepresentaQve Juanita Brent (D-12), a ranking member of the Ohio House
Agriculture and Rural Development CommiWee,  Julialynne Walker, JD, internaQonal food jusQce advocate and
founder of Bronzeville Growers Market and Bronzeville Agricademy, and August Taylor, Garden Manager for
the Maroon Arts Group Box Park Garden and CommunicaQons and Outreach Specialist at the Ohio Ecological
Food and Farming AssociaQon (OEFFA). Watch the recording of the panel discussion on the CFAES YouTube
Channel.
 
 
Dean Cathann A. Kress, Ph.D.
Vice President for Agricultural AdministraQon & Dean
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
140 Ag AdministraQon | 2120 Fyffe Road | Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-6164 Office
kress.98@osu.edu 
TwiWer: @cathannkress
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