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CFAES Community —

Want a chance to get inside the new Controlled Environment Agriculture Research Complex (CEARC)? You're
first in line for a 360° virtual tour from the Knowledge Exchange. Look around six of its state-of-the-art
production and research greenhouses. Check out the high-tech control system used to optimize growing
conditions. And discover the possibilities in the new facility, where CFAES researchers will advance
sustainable and profitable food production. Tour now.

As we head into this busy time of year, I'd like to remind everyone of the assistance and emotional support
resources available to our faculty, staff, and students. Students in need of assistance or emotional support
should reach out to the Office of Student Life’s Counseling and Consultation Service, or a

CFAES embedded counselor. Students can also access the support and resources provided by the Student
Wellness Center, the Student Advocacy Center, the Center for Belonging and Social Change and the Office of
International Affairs. Faculty and staff in need of assistance can contact Ohio State’s Employee Assistance
Program.

During Open Enrollment, Ohio State is sharing information about a new benefit that will be available in 2023
— Lifestyle Spending Accounts (LSA). An LSA allows you to personalize your benefits and be reimbursed for
eligible expenses that support overall health and well-being. You can use these funds for a broad variety of
purchases and activities related to emotional, physical, financial and social well-being. A quarterly
contribution of $125 will be allocated to employees on January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 to be used
during that quarter. Other new benefits include surrogacy assistance and caregiving back-up support.
Eligibility is defined as full-time and part-time (50% FTE) in regular or term positions. For more information,
visit the 2023 Open Enrollment website. Open Enroliment for the 2023 benefit plan year will be November 1-
15, 2022.

I’'m happy to announce that OTDI’s Bob Schoff has stepped into the role of Senior Manager of Customer
Experience, supporting CFAES on the Columbus campus. Bob has been with OTDI as IT Service Desk
Supervisor for the past few years, serving as the primary trainer and supervisor for OTDI’s student agents.
Prior to his time at Ohio State, Bob grew in upstate New York where his family ran a dairy farm. He attended
college at Oswego State where he majored in Computer Information Science and lettered in Division IlI
basketball and crew. Bob is excited to learn the lay of the land in CFAES and begin building relationships. Cort
Sutherland will continue to be assisting with escalations and but will primarily return to focusing on CFAES
customers in Wooster while working closely with Bob to help him learn the needs of CFAES.

Save the date for CFAES DEIJ Advocates and Allies on January 20, 2023 from 10-11:30 a.m. The CFAES Office
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion will be hosting a virtual gathering via Zoom for members of the CFAES
community who have an interest in or are working on DEIJ related initiatives. We will come together to share
best practices and strategies related to DEIJ within CFAES. There will be an opportunity to share your work,
ask questions and share best practices as well as smaller breakout sessions. The Zoom registration will be
shared at a later date. Please contact Dr. Kathy Lechman if you have any questions.

As Coach Ryan Day and the football team prepare for the big game against That Team Up North, there is a
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https://kx.osu.edu/landing-page/cearc
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=34db4a1d05470a1d74c4d8fa56b7c8fc4dd1d4e6da72550a47447d2ef781d65a57f7aff613a8e234ead7537c960400ebeb3d0c0eefaa385bb74ddb68924dd9b4
https://students.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/student-services
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=34db4a1d05470a1ded3545845c36c516fff33a113a32d9cf30967d6bb49a4127db8e8db2ba25fb57e7cb88339a67d25c97b6fa8595a92bef32e76497afd58245
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=34db4a1d05470a1d309c1a215c31c97098f61a2cf21eab4af58c90f1be325762856f0d76eff071d87417c24afc7e8313a2c8981762a486fd33bbf014a444a69b
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=34db4a1d05470a1d4e3146bd7f8f104e59f0ff589572fa622bb30bb3a29ca944d16e93e89722b1633525686042965bfdae3e7e11e7d7533f5c52ea3d13c3a0c9
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=34db4a1d05470a1d70a64468f6999ab09e7c786958cbb4001d30776493b10aee0dd37fba509afb02ecee5ed5cd30e3fd140650c39ae513cd31b2850f9c4a26c2
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=e469812373987e167e37c7881dfb79d4d04639d128b36c49a807e555be1ac8cd27f200f6e3ca8bf737d1cf41e2159a877eb8fd269fe1686065425651cf4971a9
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=1ad59102cad4e1255e6d1e01ea231c0fcad6c874ebf8de2df4ef00f5887b02bc0ac59aa9e7c3567903bd3943d411c60fed7ff8b703b91f2e
https://hr.osu.edu/oe/lsa/
mailto:lechman.1@osu.edu?subject=January%2020%20CFAES%20DEIJ%20Advocates%20and%20Allies%20Meeting

role for us spectators, too. Roll up your sleeves and consider donating blood at one of the 48 blood drives in
the Columbus campus area from now until Nov. 23. Blood donation takes just about one hour to complete
and directly helps patients at the Wexner Medical Center. Every unit collected can help save three Buckeye
lives. Schedule your donation today. Read more.

Sincerely,
Dean Cathann Kress

0 THE OHI10 STATE UNIVERSITY

Cathann A. Kress, Ph.D.

Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Dean

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences

140 Agricultural Administration, 2120 Fyffe Road, Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-4703 Office

kress.98@osu.edu
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