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Subject: Dean's Update
Date: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 9:26:20 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: CFAES Office of the Vice President and Dean
To: CFAES Office of the Vice President and Dean via Cfaes-all
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CFAES Community, 
 
What causes do you care about most? Is it food security, health and wellness programming and services,
housing, animal welfare, educaQon, advocacy programs or the environment? I support the Ronald McDonald
House ChariQes of Central Ohio (RMHC) (29023) through Buckeyes for Charity. The Ohio State Buckeyes for
Charity campaign makes it easy for you to help – you can choose from more than 850 Ohio nonprofit
organizaQons and donate conveniently one-Qme or through payroll deducQon. Make a pledge or learn more
at buckeyesforcharity.osu.edu.
 
The search for the next Director for the School of Environment and Natural Resources (SENR) is commencing
with the formaQon of the search commi`ee. The commi`ee is being finalized this week and once finalized,
the roster will be posted at h`ps://cfaes.osu.edu/people/leadership-searches. Eventually, the posiQon
descripQon will also post there. Allow me to share my appreciaQon to Dr. Jeff Sharp for his mulQple-term
leadership of the school. The school has grown tremendously during his Qme as Director. We will spend Qme
celebraQng his leadership toward the end of his term.
 
PromoQon and tenure reviews have been finalizing from the department/school level to move forward to the
college level. There are 32 cases ranging from reappointments to promoQons that the college commi`ee will
be reviewing at the end of November.
 
CongratulaQons to the CFAES department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics (AEDE)
which was recently ranked first out of 39 agricultural economics departments in the country in scholarly
research acQvity, according to Academic AnalyQcs, a leader in higher educaQon data analyQcs. The 2020
Academic AnalyQcs rankings are based on scholarly research acQvity aggregated in a database that includes
more than 225,000 faculty members, associated with more than 9,900 Ph.D. programs and 11,000
departments at 447 research universiQes across the country. The scholarly research index is a composite
index that considers several measures of research acQvity including journal arQcles, research awards and
honors, academic citaQons, and federal grants. Learn more.
 
CongratulaQons to Menuka Bhandari, (PhD student in Animal Sciences, Advisor: Gireesh Rajashekara) who
was selected as one of the 10 recipients of the 2021 Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
(CAST) communicaQon scholarships. As a part of this scholarship, Menuka will be a`ending the CAST annual
meeQng hosted this year on the OSU Columbus campus October 26-28.  At the meeQng, CAST scholarship
recipients will be recognized and awarded with a cerQficate and sQpend. Scholars will have the opportunity to
network with other scienQsts in academia and industry and parQcipate in various sessions that will discuss
current agriculture-based issues related to plants, animals, and food.
 
Please also join me in congratulaQng Dr. V.M. “Bala” Balasubramaniam, professor of food engineering in the
CFAES departments of Food Science and Technology and Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering for
receiving the 2021 Research and Development Award from the InsQtute of Food Technologists (IFT).
Balasubramaniam was honored for his ground-breaking work in high-pressure processing. IFT is an
internaQonal, nonprofit scienQfic society of professionals engaged in food science, food technology, and
related areas in academia, government, and industry. Read more.
 
Be well.

https://buckeyesforcharity.osu.edu/
https://cfaes.osu.edu/people/leadership-searches
https://academicanalytics.com/
https://aede.osu.edu/news/aede-ranked-number-one-agricultural-economics-department-scholarly-research-activity
https://buckeyemailosu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/vest_62_osu_edu/Documents/Lora's%20Drafts/writing/Dean's%20Updates/2021%20Council%20for%20Agricultural%20Science%20and%20Technology%20(CAST)
https://www.ift.org/
https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/balasubramaniam-wins-research-and-development-award
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Dean Cathann Kress
 
Updates Include:

Researchers Selected for the Inaugural CFAES STARS Program Cohort
CFAES Awards: Call for NominaQons 
Wireless Maintenance, Saturday October 23rd

Temporary Faculty & Staff Workspaces on Campus
Keep Your Zoom Apps Up to Date
Benefits Open Enrollment
PHA and Screening Required for 2022 Premium Credit
HCS GSA Art Sale Fundraiser

 
Researchers Selected for the Inaugural CFAES STARS Program Cohort
CFAES is responding to the renewed, university-wide commitment to research through the development of a
college-level effort to idenQfy and develop the next generaQon of research leaders among early and mid-
career tenure track faculty within the college. The goal of the Strategic Alignment for Research Success
(STARS) program is to propel emerging research leaders – those individuals with the interest, vision, and
moQvaQon – to take their research programs to a higher and more collaboraQve level. ParQcipants selected
for the 2021-2022 STARS cohort are primarily early to mid-career career faculty with at least two years in
their current posiQon from a variety of CFAES departments. Follow the link to read the full arQcle and meet
the cohort.
 
CFAES Awards: Call for NominaMons 
The CFAES Awards call for nominaQons is now open. The CFAES Awards
webpage includes a grid outlining each award and criteria, a link to the Qualtrics nominaQon portal (see on
website: Click Here to Nominate) and a link for addiQonal nominaQon informaQon for the Office of Research
and Graduate EducaQon awards. Note that some awards restrict to one nominaQon per TIU
(department/school) or college unit. Award nominaQons are due November 1, 2021. 
 
QuesQons about the process of submiqng nominaQons can be directed to Michelle Anderson (.3484),
AdministraQve Associate for Faculty and Staff  Affairs. QuesQons about award areas and criteria can be
addressed to the CFAES office that is sponsoring and coordinaQng the
award (see h`ps://go.osu.edu/cfaesawardnominaQons for that list of awards and coordinaQng offices).
 
Wireless Maintenance, Saturday October 23rd

The Office of the Chief InformaQon Officer (OCIO) will be performing wireless network maintenance between
8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday, October 23. This maintenance will affect Columbus, Lima, Marion, Newark,
Wooster and Extension locaQons. Wireless services in parQcular spaces may experience a brief disrupQon of
up to 5 minutes as the nearest access point reboots. QuesQons regarding this planned maintenance should
be directed to the IT Service Desk.  Please reference change number CHG0071814. This change and other
planned maintenance at Ohio State can be found on the System Status page.
 
Temporary Faculty & Staff Workspaces on Campus
With many CFAES colleagues engaging in Flexible Work Agreements, the CFAES OperaQons team has
idenQfied and transiQoned the following spaces on the Columbus Campus into temporary office hoteling:

Agricultural AdministraQon – Room 004
Agricultural AdministraQon – Room 102E
Ko`man Hall – Room 200
Ko`man Hall – Room 268

Remote or hybrid employees in need of a temporary workspace on the Columbus Campus can now visit the

https://c7c09f63-abbe-4bf5-bbbd-0450f7aa643a/go.osu.edu/CCRJ
https://research.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/professional-development/inaugural-stars-program-cohort
https://go.osu.edu/cfaesawardnominations
https://go.osu.edu/cfaesawardnominations
https://ocio.osu.edu/KB08089
https://cfaesits.osu.edu/it-service-desk
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/osuitsm.service-now.com/selfservice/system_status__;!!KGKeukY!gFrIIW1cYaCAAwecEr6FQkjSz6BChXTp_iByYqwTGHEOM44fSgOPldIbQZsJt2CwJw$
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link below to make a reservaQon. There are a variety of workspace opQons to choose from when making your
reservaQon including open tables, cubes, private offices with docking staQons and monitors, and a team
meeQng room. More informaQon on the spaces and a self-serve reservaQon system are available
here: h`ps://go.osu.edu/cfaesspaces
 
Please note that employees will need to bring their own devices to work, and that these spaces are available
by reservaQon only on a first-come, first-served basis. The hoteling spaces will remain unlocked and
unmonitored at all Qmes, so be sure to take valuables with you when you leave. QuesQons? Please contact
Lisa Corbin (corbin.184@osu.edu or 614-247-6010)
 
Keep Your Zoom Apps Up to Date
Zoom is taking a big step towards ensuring their users stay current with the latest Zoom releases. Beginning
November 1, if your Zoom desktop or mobile app is more than 9 months old, you will be prompted to update
before you can a`end a meeQng. Going forward, in order to use Zoom, you must be updated to one of the
latest versions. We encourage you to be proacQve on your personal devices and keep those up to date so you
aren't late to class or a meeQng. If you use Zoom on a university-managed device, your local IT support staff
should be able to assist you. Learn more.
 
Benefits Open Enrollment
The website for Open Enrollment (OE), the annual opportunity for employees to evaluate their benefit
opQons and make elecQons for the upcoming year is now available. OE for the 2022 benefit plan year will be
November 1-15, 2021. Three key changes include:

An enhanced dental benefit plan opQon
Enhanced Your Plan for Health (YP4H) programming and incenQves
Open Enrollment in Workday for the first Qme

We strongly encourage employees to visit the OE website to learn about 2022 benefits and select the opQons
that best fit their needs for the coming year.
 
PHA and Screening Required for 2022 Premium Credit
To earn the full 2022 premium credit, complete a verified biometric screening and the Personal Health and
Well-being Assessment (PHA) by Dec. 31. You can reduce the cost of your medical contribuQons by $25 per
month or by $40 per month if your enrolled spouse also completes these steps. Read more.
 
HCS GSA Art Sale Fundraiser
Join us for the HorQculture and Crop Science GSA’s Art Sale on October 21st, 4-7 pm in KoGman lobby.  We
will be selling handmade decoraQons and 2D art made by graduate students, staff, and faculty from HCS.  All
proceeds go to support our GSA’s efforts and planning of our Graduate Research Symposium. Learn more.
 
 
Dean Cathann A. Kress, Ph.D.
Vice President for Agricultural AdministraQon & Dean
College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
140 Ag AdministraQon | 2120 Fyffe Road | Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-6164 Office
kress.98@osu.edu 
Twi`er: @cathannkress 
 

https://go.osu.edu/cfaesspaces
mailto:corbin.184@osu.edu
https://it.osu.edu/news/2021/10/18/keep-your-zoom-apps-date
https://hr.osu.edu/oe/dental-vision/
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=dd67bb9fceb6afd6e3e44cbd14300f6ab7abcb121d664a6aabbf747ed0a75cce6b75978aaf77f5db0839d917c0ce8e3a1b58113cadf3c1f4
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=dd67bb9fceb6afd6b9f207c22bb09a3701184d7aa335907eb1d78d39a65d01a7dd1ca3ebe83d40f1d9c7ac2ae5cc24b63d62749219b891c4
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=dd67bb9fceb6afd65b268a5c4278c4002e5fa53ea607330ff85d8a8254049411de40b1eb0f1d8d20769a6c4afa887b4b3fb4f2250240c70a
https://click.t.osu.edu/?qs=dd67bb9fceb6afd6e3e44cbd14300f6ab7abcb121d664a6aabbf747ed0a75cce6b75978aaf77f5db0839d917c0ce8e3a1b58113cadf3c1f4
https://vp.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/sites/vp/files/imce/image002.png
webextlink://2120%20Fyffe%20Road%20%7C%20Columbus,%20OH%2043210
mailto:kress.98@osu.edu
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